
A Letter from Alan Reich to Bill Clinton  
NATIONAL ORGANIZATION ON DISABILITY  

www.nod.org  

July 21, 2000  

VIA MESSENGER  

The Honorable William J. Clinton  

President of the United States  

The White House  

Washington, DC 20500  

Dear Mr. President:  

You will be pleased to know that the Rendezvous with Destiny Campaign, co-chaired by N.O.D. Chairman 

Michael Deland and FDR granddaughter Anne Roosevelt, has exceeded its fundraising goal for the FDR 

wheelchair statue at the Memorial. This success resulted from the good efforts of people with and 

without disabilities across the country. And we carried out an intensive lobbying effort to secure the $3 

million in federal funding needed by the National Park Service for construction of the room in which the 

statue will be located.  

As I stated to you the last time we met, I hope very much that you will be able to dedicate the statue 

during your term of office. We are planning to invite individuals who have contributed from $1 to $1 

million (this was our good friend Peter Kovler!) to join us on the occasion of the dedication. Since the 

scheduling of the completion will be tight, I write now to request respectfully that you allow time in your 

schedule in early 2001 for the dedication when we hope the statue and room containing it will be 

completed.  

You have stood by us since N.O.D. initiated this wheelchair addition in 1996, and it will be most fitting 

that you dedicate it. All of us at the National Organization on Disability, our partner organizations, and 

the many Roosevelt family members who joined with us and who have worked so hard to correct the 

omission of the FDR wheelchair are eager to have this noble effort completed by you for future 

generations!  

With all good wishes,  

Sincerely yours,  

Alan A. Reich 

Alan A. Reich  

President  

Enclosure  

P.S. Please find enclosed a copy of today's press release announcing the successful completion of our 

Rendezvous with Destiny Campaign.  



cc: The Honorable Bruce Babbitt  

It's ability, not disability, that counts.  

910 Sixteenth Street, NW  

Washington, DC 20006 

202-293-5960 • Fax: 202-293-7999 TDD: 202-293-5968 
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HONORARY CHAIRMAN  

President George Bush  

DIRECTORS  

Michael R. Deland, Chairman  

Christopher Reeve, Vice Chairman  

Alan A. Reich, President  

Arlene E. Anns, Former Publisher, The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc.  

Phillip E. Beekman, Retired CEO. Hook SupeRx. Inc.  

Henry B. Betts, M.D., Past President Medical Director, Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago  

Richard Bishop, Esq.  

Bertram S. Brown, M.D., Forensic Medical Advisory Services J.  

Harold Chandler, President and CEO, Unum Provident Corporation  

Tony Coelho  

Hon. H. Brent Coles, Mayor City of Boise, President US Conference of Mayors  

Richard M. DeVos, NOD. Founding Chairman, Retired President. Amway Corp.  

Edward Eckenhoff, President and CEO, National Rehabilitation Hospital  

Stephen L. Feinberg, Chairman and CEO, Dorsar Industries  

John D. Firestone, Partner, Secor Group  

Bruce G. Freeman, Retired Chairman, Marts & Lundy Inc.  

Stephen L. Hammerman, Vice Chairman of the Board, Merrill Lynch & Co. Inc.  

Young Woo Kang, Ph.D., President, International Education and Rehabilitation Exchange Foundation 

Peter B. Kovler  

William J. Kupper, President and Publisher, Business Week  

Kelsey Marshall, Advocate tor Accessibility  

Harold McGraw III, Chairman President and CEO, The McGraw-Hill Companies. Inc.  

Mercedese M. Miller, President SERDVBTS, Inc.  

James E. Oesterreicher, Chairman and CEO, J.C. Penney Company, Inc.  

John W. Patten, Retired President, Business Week Group  

Itzhak Perlman  

Jeffery P. Reich, President and CEO, Reicher Capital Management  

Kenneth Roman, Former Chairman and CEO Ogilvy & Mather  

E. John Rosenwald. Jr., Vice Chairman, Bear Stearns & Co. Inc  

Alan Rubin, Director, Goodwill Global  



Richard J. Salem. Esq., Chairman, Enable America  

Vincent A. Sarni, Retired Chairman and CEO, PPG Industries Inc.  

Raymond Phillp Shafer, Former Governor of Pennsylvania, Counselor Dunaway & Cross  

Humphrey Taylor, Chairman. The Harris Poll Harris Interactive Inc  

W. Reld Thompson, Retired Chairman, Potomac Electric Power Company  

Jack Valenti, President and CEO Motion Picture Association of America. Inc.  

Reverend Harold Wilke, Director. The Healing Community  

 

Robert I. Saner il Esq., Counsel, Powers. Pyles. Sutter & Verville. PC  

CONGRESSIONAL SPONSORS  

Sen. Max Cleland. GA  

Sen. William H. Frist, M.D., TN  

Sen. Judd Gregg, NH  

Sen. Tom Harkin, IA  

Sen. Daniel K. Innouye, HI  

Sen. Edward M. Kennedy, MA  

Rep. Michael N. Castle, DE  

Rep. Julian C. Dixon, CA  

Rep. Steny H. Hoyer, MD  

Rep. Major R. Owens, NY  

Rep. John E. Porter, IL  

Rep. Henry Waxman, CA  

 

 


